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“God’s Word is not chained” (2 Timothy 2:9). 
 
Seven freedoms found in Christ . . . 
 

I. FREE TO __________________ CONTINUOUSLY 
Colossians 4:2-4 — “Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and thankful. And pray for us, too, that God may open a door for our message, so that we 
may proclaim the mystery of Christ, for which I am in chains. Pray that I may proclaim it clearly, as I should.” 
 

A. Paul prayed _________________! (Luke 18:1; 1 Thessalonians 5:17) 
 

B. Paul prays ____________________ prayers.  
 
 

II. FREE TO ____________________ WISELY 
Colossians 4:5-6 — “Be wise in the way you act toward outsiders; make the most of every opportunity. Let your conversation be always full of grace, 
seasoned with salt, so that you may know how to answer everyone.” 
 

A. Be wise in your ____________________ toward unbelievers.  
 

B. Be graceful in your ____________________ toward unbelievers. 
 
  

III. FREE TO ____________________ PEOPLE 
Colossians 4:7-9 — “Tychicus will tell you all the news about me. He is a dear brother, a faithful minister and fellow servant in the Lord. I am sending him to 
you for the express purpose that you may know about our circumstances and that he may encourage your hearts. He is coming with Onesimus, our faithful 
and dear brother, who is one of you. They will tell you everything that is happening here.”  
 

A. Use words to ____________________ not tear down! (Ephesians 6:21-22) 
 

B. Focus on Christ’s ____________________ not people’s failures. 
 
  

IV. FREE TO ____________________ WITH OTHERS 
Colossians 4:10-11 — “My fellow prisoner Aristarchus sends you his greetings, as does Mark, the cousin of Barnabas. (You have received instructions 
about him; if he comes to you, welcome him.) Jesus, who is called Justus, also sends greetings. These are the only Jews among my fellow workers for the 
kingdom of God, and they have proved a comfort to me.” 
 

A. Paul never traveled ____________________. 
 

B. Paul’s friends brought ____________________. 
 
 

V. FREE TO ____________________ HARD 
Colossians 4:12-14 — “Epaphras, who is one of you and a servant of Christ Jesus, sends greetings. He is always wrestling in prayer for you, that you may 
stand firm in all the will of God, mature and fully assured. I vouch for him that he is working hard for you and for those at Laodicea and Hierapolis. Our dear 
friend Luke, the doctor, and Demas send greetings.” 
 

A. ____________________ is hard work! 
 

B. ____________________ is hard work! 
 

C. ____________________ are hard work! (2 Timothy 4:10) 
 
 

VI. FREE TO ____________________ MY BIBLE 
Colossians 4:15-16 — “Give my greetings to the brothers at Laodicea, and to Nympha and the church in her house. After this letter has been read to you, 
see that it is also read in the church of the Laodiceans and that you in turn read the letter from Laodicea.”  
 

A. The Bible is to be ____________________ and obeyed. 
 

B. “Church” means ____________________ not buildings. 
 
 

VII. FREE TO ____________________ GRACIOUSLY 
Colossians 4:17-18 — “Tell Archippus: ‘See to it that you complete the work you have received in the Lord.’ I, Paul, write this greeting in my own hand. 
Remember my chains. Grace be with you.”  
 

A. Are you ____________________ the work God has given?  
 

B. Goal: Be gracious at ____________________ times.  



PRAYING LIKE PAUL

Rom. 1:9 God, whom I serve with my whole heart in preaching the gos-
pel of his Son, is my witness how constantly I remember you  10 in my 
prayers at all times; and I pray that now at last by God’s will the way may 
be opened for me to come to you. 

Rom. 8:26 In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do 
not know what we ought to pray for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for 
us with groans that words cannot express. 27 And he who searches our 
hearts knows the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the 
saints in accordance with God’s will. 

Rom. 15:30 I urge you, brothers, by our Lord Jesus Christ and by the love 
of the Spirit, to join me in my struggle by praying to God for me. 31 Pray 
that I may be rescued from the unbelievers in Judea and that my service 
in Jerusalem may be acceptable to the saints there, 

Rom. 10:1 Brothers, my heart’s desire and prayer to God for the Israelites 
is that they may be saved. 2 For I can testify about them that they are 
zealous for God, but their zeal is not based on knowledge. 

2Cor. 13:7 Now we pray to God that you will not do anything wrong. Not 
that people will see that we have stood the test but that you will do what 
is right even though we may seem to have failed. 8 For we cannot do any-
thing against the truth, but only for the truth. 9 We are glad whenever we 
are weak but you are strong; and our prayer is for your perfection. 

Eph. 1:15 For this reason, ever since I heard about your faith in the Lord 
Jesus and your love for all the saints, 16 I have not stopped giving thanks 
for you, remembering you in my prayers. 17 I keep asking that the God of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may give you the Spirit of wis-
dom and revelation, so that you may know him better. 18 I pray also that 
the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may know the 
hope to which he has called you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in 
the saints, 19 and his incomparably great power for us who believe. That 
power is like the working of his mighty strength, 

Eph. 3:16 I pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you 
with power through his Spirit in your inner being, 17 so that Christ may 
dwell in your hearts through faith. And I pray that you, being rooted and 
established in love, 18 may have power, together with all the saints, to 
grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, 19 and 
to know this love that surpasses knowledge — that you may be filled to 
the measure of all the fullness of God. 20 Now to him who is able to do 
immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power 
that is at work within us, 21 to him be glory in the church and in Christ 
Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and ever! Amen. 

Eph. 6:18 And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers 
and requests. With this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for 
all the saints. 19 Pray also for me, that whenever I open my mouth, words 
may be given me so that I will fearlessly make known the mystery of the 
gospel, 

Phil. 1:3 I thank my God every time I remember you. 4 In all my prayers 
for all of you, I always pray with joy

Phil. 1:9 And this is my prayer: that your love may abound more and more 
in knowledge and depth of insight, 10 so that you may be able to discern 
what is best and may be pure and blameless until the day of Christ, 

Phil. 4:6 Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer 
and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. 7 And the 
peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts 
and your minds in Christ Jesus. 

Col. 1:9 For this reason, since the day we heard about you, we have not 
stopped praying for you and asking God to fill you with the knowledge of 
his will through all spiritual wisdom and understanding. 10 And we pray 
this in order that you may live a life worthy of the Lord and may please 
him in every way: bearing fruit in every good work, growing in the knowl-
edge of God, 

Col. 4:2 Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and thankful. 3 And 
pray for us, too, that God may open a door for our message, so that we 
may proclaim the mystery of Christ, for which I am in chains. 4 Pray that 
I may proclaim it clearly, as I should. 

Col. 4:12 Epaphras, who is one of you and a servant of Christ Jesus, 
sends greetings. He is always wrestling in prayer for you, that you may 
stand firm in all the will of God, mature and fully assured. 

1Ths. 1:2 We always thank God for all of you, mentioning you in our 
prayers. 3 We continually remember before our God and Father your 
work produced by faith, your labor prompted by love, and your endurance 
inspired by hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. 4 For we know, brothers loved 
by God, that he has chosen you, 

1Ths. 3:9 How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy 
we have in the presence of our God because of you? 10 Night and day we 
pray most earnestly that we may see you again and supply what is lack-
ing in your faith. 

1Ths. 5:16 Be joyful always; 17 pray continually; 18 give thanks in all cir-
cumstances, for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus. 

2Ths. 1:11 With this in mind, we constantly pray for you, that our God may 
count you worthy of his calling, and that by his power he may fulfill every 
good purpose of yours and every act prompted by your faith. 

2Ths. 3:1 Finally, brothers, pray for us that the message of the Lord may 
spread rapidly and be honored, just as it was with you. 2 And pray that we 
may be delivered from wicked and evil men, for not everyone has faith. 

1Tim. 2:1 I urge, then, first of all, that requests, prayers, intercession and 
thanksgiving be made for everyone — 2 for kings and all those in author-
ity, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and holiness. 
3 This is good, and pleases God our Savior, 4 who wants all men to be 
saved and to come to a knowledge of the truth. 

1Tim. 2:8 I want men everywhere to lift up holy hands in prayer, without 
anger or disputing. 

Phlm. 4 I always thank my God as I remember you in my prayers, 5 be-
cause I hear about your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love for all the 
saints. 6 I pray that you may be active in sharing your faith, so that you will 
have a full understanding of every good thing we have in Christ. 

Hebr. 13:18 Pray for us. We are sure that we have a clear conscience and 
desire to live honorably in every way. 19 I particularly urge you to pray so 
that I may be restored to you soon. 20 May the God of peace, who through 
the blood of the eternal covenant brought back from the dead our Lord 
Jesus, that great Shepherd of the sheep, 21 equip you with everything 
good for doing his will, and may he work in us what is pleasing to him, 
through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen. 
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