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“The Lord is righteous in all His ways, gracious in all His works.”
Psalm 145:17

GRACE:

MERCY:

I. God’s Grace
Jonah 3:1-4 — Then the word of the Lord came to Jonah the second time, saying,
2 “Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, and call out against it the message that | tell you.”
3 So Jonah arose and went to Nineveh, according to the word of the Lord. Now Nineveh
was an exceedingly great city, three days' journey in breadth. 4 Jonah began to go into
the city, going a day's journey. And he called out, “Yet forty days, and Nineveh shall be
overthrown!”

,

APPLICATION:

Ephesians 2:4-5 — But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, 5 made us
alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions—it is by grace you have been
saved.

“If heaven were by merit, it would never be heaven to me, for if | were in it | should say, ‘| am
sure | am here by mistake; | am sure this is not my place; | have no claim to it.” But if it be of
grace and not of works, then we may walk into heaven with boldness.” — Charles Spurgeon

God’s Mercy

Jonah 3:5-10 — “And the people of Nineveh believed God. They called for a fast and
put on sackcloth, from the greatest of them to the least of them. 6 The word reached
the king of Nineveh, and he arose from his throne, removed his robe, covered
himself with sackcloth, and sat in ashes. 7 And he issued a proclamation and
published through Nineveh, “By the decree of the king and his nobles: Let neither
man nor beast, herd nor flock, taste anything. Let them not feed or drink water, 8 but
let man and beast be covered with sackcloth, and let them call out mightily to God.
Let everyone turn from his evil way and from the violence that is in his hands. 9 Who
knows? God may turn and relent and turn from his fierce anger, so that we may not
perish.” 10 When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil way, God
relented of the disaster that he had said he would do to them, and he did not do it.

APPLICATION:

“Mercy — unexpected love and generosity — cannot be showered upon us as something
owed, because mercy that is owed is not mercy but obligation. It can be given only to those
in a desperate situation who cannot help themselves and lack the capability to earn or pay
it back. And there is no better way to describe our situation apart from Christ than utterly
and hopelessly desperate.” — R.C. Sproul




