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Three Core Components of Fellowship

Clovis G. Chappell — “There are many today who have separated themselves
from the services of the church, from the fellowship of the saints, because of a
deadening indifference. They have become absorbed in a thousand other
matters till they have become doubly uninterested in the things of the church and
in the affairs of the Kingdom.”

Galatians 2:1 — Then after fourteen years | went up again to Jerusalem with
Barnabas, taking Titus along with me.

. THE GOSPEL

Galatians 2:2-5 — | went up because of a revelation and set before them
(though privately before those who seemed influential) the gospel that | proclaim
among the Gentiles, in order to make sure | was not running or had not run in
vain. 3 But even Titus, who was with me, was not forced to be circumcised,
though he was a Greek. 4 Yet because of false brothers secretly brought in—
who slipped in to spy out our freedom that we have in Christ Jesus, so that they
might bring us into slavery— 5 to them we did not yield in submission even for a
moment, so that the truth of the gospel might be preserved for you.

Henry Ward Beecher — "Whatever is only almost true is quite false, and among
the most dangerous of errors, because being so near truth, it is the more likely to
lead astray.”

Galatians 2:6 — And from those who seemed to be influential (what they were
makes no difference to me; God shows no partiality)—those, | say, who seemed
influential added nothing to me.

Il. ENTRUSTED

Galatians 2:7,8 — On the contrary, when they saw that | had been entrusted
with the gospel to the uncircumcised, just as Peter had been entrusted with the
gospel to the circumcised 8 (for he who worked through Peter for his apostolic
ministry to the circumcised worked also through me for mine to the Gentiles),

Rick Warren — “At the end of your life on earth you will be evaluated and
rewarded according to how well you handled what God entrusted to you.”

Galatians 2:9,10 — and when James and Cephas and John, who seemed to be
pillars, perceived the grace that was given to me, they gave the right hand of
fellowship to Barnabas and me, that we should go to the Gentiles and they to the
circumcised. 10 Only, they asked us to remember the poor, the very thing | was
eager to do.

lll. STAND FOR TRUTH

Galatians 2:11,12 — But when Cephas came to Antioch, | opposed him to his
face, because he stood condemned. 12 For before certain men came from
James, he was eating with the Gentiles; but when they came he drew back and
separated himself, fearing the circumcision party.

A.A. Hodge — It is easier to find a score of men wise enough to discover the
truth than to find one intrepid enough, in the face of opposition, to stand up for it.

Galatians 2:13 — And the rest of the Jews acted hypocritically along with him,
so that even Barnabas was led astray by their hypocrisy.

Psalm 26:4 — | do not sit with men of falsehood,
nor do | consort with hypocrites.

Galatians 2:14 — But when | saw that their conduct was not in step with the
truth of the gospel, | said to Cephas before them all, “If you, though a Jew, live
like a Gentile and not like a Jew, how can you force the Gentiles to live like
Jews?”

Augustine - “It is not the being seen of men that is wrong, but doing these things
for the purpose of being seen of men. The problem with the hypocrite is his
motivation. He does not want to be holy; he only wants to seem to be holy. He is
more concerned with his reputation for righteousness than about actually
becoming righteous. The approbation of men matters more to him than the
approval of God.”




