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Galatians 4:18-20 — It is always good to be made much of for a good purpose,
and not only when | am present with you, 19 my little children, for whom | am
again in the anguish of childbirth until Christ is formed in you! 20 | wish | could be
present with you now and change my tone, for | am perplexed about you.

D.L. Moody — | hold to the doctrine of sudden conversion as | do to my life, and
| would as quickly give up my life as give up this doctrine, unless it can be proved
that it is not according to the word of God. Now, I will admit that light is one thing
and birth is another. A soul must be born before it can see light. A child must be
born before it can be taught; it must be born before it can walk; it must be born
before it can be educated.

QUESTIONS OF CITIZENSHIP

Are you a slave or free?

Galatians 4:24-29 — Now this may be interpreted allegorically: these women are
two covenants. One is from Mount Sinai, bearing children for slavery; she is
Hagar. 25 Now Hagar is Mount Sinai in Arabia; she corresponds to the present
Jerusalem, for she is in slavery with her children. 26 But the Jerusalem above is
free, and she is our mother. 27 For it is written, “Rejoice, O barren one who does
not bear; break forth and cry aloud, you who are not in labor! For the children of
the desolate one will be more than those of the one who has a husband.” 28

Now you, brothers, like Isaac, are children of promise. 29 But just as at that time
he who was born according to the flesh persecuted him who was born according
to the Spirit, so also it is now.

Are you a child of the promise or of the law?

Galatians 4:30,31 — But what does the Scripture say? “Cast out the slave
woman and her son, for the son of the slave woman shall not inherit with the son
of the free woman.” 31 So, brothers, we are not children of the slave but of the
free woman.

Roman 7:4 — Likewise, my brothers, you also have died to the law through the
body of Christ, so that you may belong to another, to him who has been raised
from the dead, in order that we may bear fruit for God.

Romans 8:15 (NLT) — So you have not received a spirit that makes you fearful
slaves. Instead, you received God's Spirit when he adopted you as his own
children. Now we call him, “Abba, Father.”

Is your citizenship in Christ?

A.W. Tozer — In almost everything that touches our everyday life on earth, God
is pleased when we're pleased. He wills that we be as free as birds to soar and
sing our maker's praise without anxiety.

Hebrews 8:7-13 (NASB) — For if that first covenant had been faultless, there
would have been no occasion sought for a second. 8 For finding fault with them,
He says,

“BEHOLD, DAYS ARE COMING, SAYS THE LORD, WHEN | WILL EFFECT A
NEW COVENANT WITH THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL AND WITH THE HOUSE OF
JUDAH; 9 NOT LIKE THE COVENANT WHICH | MADE WITH THEIR FATHERS
ON THE DAY WHEN | TOOK THEM BY THE HAND TO LEAD THEM OUT OF
THE LAND OF EGYPT; FOR THEY DID NOT CONTINUE IN MY COVENANT,
AND | DID NOT CARE FOR THEM, SAYS THE LORD. 10 “FOR THIS IS THE
COVENANT THAT | WILL MAKE WITH THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL AFTER
THOSE DAYS, SAYS THE LORD: | WILL PUT MY LAWS INTO THEIR MINDS,
AND [ WILL WRITE THEM ON THEIR HEARTS. AND | WILL BE THEIR GOD,
AND THEY SHALL BE MY PEOPLE. 11 “AND THEY SHALL NOT TEACH
EVERYONE HIS FELLOW CITIZEN, AND EVERYONE HIS BROTHER,
SAYING, ‘KNOW THE LORD,’ FOR ALL WILL KNOW ME, FROM THE LEAST
TO THE GREATEST OF THEM. 12 “FOR | WILL BE MERCIFUL TO THEIR
INIQUITIES, AND | WILL REMEMBER THEIR SINS NO MORE.”

13 When He said, “A new covenant,” He has made the first obsolete. But
whatever is becoming obsolete and growing old is ready to disappear.

Vance Harver — | If you are a Christian, you are not a citizen of this world
trying to get to heaven; you are a citizen of heaven making your way through this
world.




