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Five Stages of Habakkuk’s Interaction With God 
Martin Luther  — “Habakkuk signifies an embracer, or one who embraces another, takes him into his arms. He embraces his people and takes them to his arms, i.e., he comforts them and holds them up, as one embraces a weeping child, to quiet it with the assurance that, if God wills, it shall soon be better.” 
I. Habakkuk’s Complaint.
Habakkuk 1:2,3 — O LORD, how long shall I cry for help, and you will not hear? Or cry to you “Violence!” and you will not save? 3 Why do you make me see iniquity, and why do you idly look at wrong? Destruction and violence are before me; strife and contention arise.
Habakkuk 1:4-6 — “Behold, his soul is puffed up; it is not upright within him,

but the righteous shall live by his faith. “Look among the nations, and see; wonder and be astounded. For I am doing a work in your days that you would not believe if told. 6 For behold, I am raising up the Chaldeans, that bitter and hasty nation, who march through the breadth of the earth, to seize dwellings not their own.
________________________________________________________________
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II. Habakkuk’s Perplexity.
Habakkuk 1:13 — You who are of purer eyes than to see evil and cannot look at wrong, why do you idly look at traitors and remain silent when the wicked swallows up the man more righteous than he?


2 Peter 3:9 — The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing that any should perish, but that all should reach repentance.
Habakkuk 2:2-4 — And the LORD answered me: “Write the vision; make it plain on tablets, so he may run who reads it. 3 For still the vision awaits its appointed time; it hastens to the end—it will not lie. If it seems slow, wait for it; it will surely come; it will not delay. 4 “Behold, as for the proud one, his soul is not right within him; but the righteous will live by his faith.”

________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________

III. Habakkuk’s Faith.

Alexander MacLaren — True faith, by a mighty effort of the will, fixes its gaze on our Divine Helper, and there finds it possible and wise to lose its fears. It is madness to say, "I will not be afraid;" it is wisdom and peace to say, "I will trust and not be afraid.”
Psalm 116:4-8 (NLT) —Then I called on the name of the LORD: “Please, LORD, save me!” 4 How kind the LORD is! How good he is! So merciful, this God of ours! 6 The LORD protects those of childlike faith; I was facing death, and he saved me.7 Let my soul be at rest again, for the LORD has been good to me. 8 He has saved me from death, my eyes from tears, my feet from stumbling.
Galatians 3:23-26 — Now before faith came, we were held captive under the law, imprisoned until the coming faith would be revealed. 24 So then, the law was our guardian until Christ came, in order that we might be justified by faith. 25 But now that faith has come, we are no longer under a guardian, 26 for in Christ Jesus you are all sons of God, through faith.
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IV. Habakkuk’s Silence.

Habakkuk 2:20 — “But the LORD is in his holy temple; let all the earth keep silence before him.”
Psalm 46:10 — “Be still, and know that I am God. I will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted in the earth!” 
Habakkuk 3:2 — O LORD, I have heard the report of you, and your work, O LORD, do I fear. In the midst of the years revive it; in the midst of the years make it known; in wrath remember mercy.
C.S. Lewis — Mercy, detached from Justice, grows unmerciful.

Habakkuk 3:10 — The mountains saw you and writhed; the raging waters swept on; the deep gave forth its voice; it lifted its hands on high.
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V. Habakkuk Rejoices!

Habakkuk 3:17-19 — Though the fig tree should not blossom, nor fruit be on the vines, the produce of the olive fail and the fields yield no food, the flock be cut off from the fold and there be no herd in the stalls, 18 yet I will rejoice in the LORD; I will take joy in the God of my salvation. 19 GOD, the Lord, is my strength; he makes my feet like the deer’s; he makes me tread on my high places. To the choirmaster: with stringed instruments.
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